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PAINTING FOR PRESERVATION
For twenty years, Cory Bonnet has 
been transforming salvaged mate-
rials into works of fine art. Doors, 
church pews, tables, work-shop 
shelving, steel mill cast-ing 
molds and even Civic Arena 
Dome Panels are transformed into 
masterpieces by the hands of this 
Pittsburgh artist.

“There’s an immediate 
connection to the material," says
Bonnet. "Before I put a brush to 
it, there is already a story, 
character – history locked in the

materials. I just bring it forward.” 
From his new studio on the 5th 
floor of Pittsburgh Gateway’s 
Energy Innovation Center, 
Bonnet is cre-ating a narrative 
around historic preservation and 
sustainability.

“All this stuff has a story," he
says,  pointing out a panel made 
from 100-year-old church pews. 
“These weren’t mass produced. 
Each pew was custom made for 
the church. You can see the care 
that went into them. This is the

work of a master. That’s what I 
want to preserve.”

In addition to the work he does 
to fill his studio and Strip 
District Gallery, there is a high 
demand for Bonnet’s commis-
sioned works. He takes family 
heirlooms – tables, doors, 
salvaged building materials 
from demolished homesteads 
and sold properties – and uses
those to create a memory to 
hang on his client's wall.



WHEN ALL 
THE CARDS 
ARE DOWN
Countless evenings and rainy 
afternoons were shared by 
generations of family and 
friends around the card table at 
the family cottage on Lake 
Champlain.

When the owners renovated to 
expand the small cottage prior 
to gifting it to their grown 
children, now with families of 
there own, the card table didn’t 
make the cut. Outdated and 
falling apart, none of the 
siblings could throw it away. It 
held too many memories.

I offered a solution: I cleaned, 
cut and prepped the table to 
create a beautiful surface for a 
series of paintings, one for the 
parents and one for each sibling 
to hang in their homes, creating 
a physical connection to the 
memories around the table. 

To discuss a project with Cory:
corybonnet@gmail.com 

412.302.5679



BRING IT ON HOME
As my client prepared to move 
into a new role and office in 
Manhattan, she realized how far 
she’d come from her childhood 
home in Pittsburgh’s Chicken 
Hill neighborhood. Multiple 
Emmys, a Peabody Award and 
now the corner office– she 
never dreamed of such success. 
When she wanted new artwork 
for the space, I ask her to think 
of something meaningful.

When we went to her old

neighborhood, everything was
the same. She recalled
memories of rolling monkey 
balls down the hill, pulling 
grass from between the 
Belgium block in the driveway, 
and climbing on the split rail 
fence. 

The new owners let us in. Her 
dad’s workshop off the garage 
was exactly as he left it. There 
was an extra board for shelving 
leaning against the 

wall. The owners were happy 
to let her have it and clear out 
some space. I used it for the 
paintings. 

When I delivered the paintings, 
she said it smelled like the 
shop– oil, solvents and gaso-
line– it smelled like him. Every
day she sees the paintings and 
is transported home... It is good 
to remember where you came 
from. 

Raw wood shelving from her dad’s workshop. Minimal cleaning and prep, nail holes 
and chips left untouched preserve character in finished work.



To discuss a project with Cory:
corybonnet@gmail.com 

412.302.5679

Childhood Home (trip-tic) 2018
Oil and pigment on salvaged workshop shelves

12 x 9 inches each
Private collection.



Hand hewn boards and forged iron hinges 
of the original cabin door to the couples 
dream home in West Virginia had been 
stored in the barn for 80 years. 

200–YEAR–OLD CABIN DOOR FREED 
FROM STORAGE, NOW AN HEIRLOOM
Part of the appeal of buying
a historic farm was the beauty 
and craftsmanship throughout 
the property. Even the simplest 
workbench, outbuilding and 
fence had character.
Everything was unique and 
handmade. The original door to 
the cabin was no exception. 
Built 220 years ago when the 
farmstead was settled, this door

had been stored in the loft of 
the main carriage building for 
80 years. The owners loved it.

In the twenty years they’ve 
owned the property, it’s been 
moved thousands of times to 
get to other stuff in storage.  
A rescue home for farm ani-
mals, the couple uses the 100-
acre farm to care for 

abandoned and neglected pets- 
dogs, chickens, potbelly pigs, 
goats, burros and a donkey 
named Martha. 

After a visit to my gallery, the 
idea was hatched to do a 
painting on the cabin door of 
the rescued burros and Martha, 
the donkey.



200 HUNDRED YEAR OLD CABIN DOOR

FREED FROM STORAGE, NOW AN HEIRLOOM

Martha and the Boys, 2018
Oil and pigment on salvaged cabin door,  53 x 74 inches.

Private collection.

Detail of cabin door hardware. 
Door and hardware has been cleaned and prepared for painting.



Salvaging oak church pew and panel construction.

Before: Prepped Panel for Sts. Peter and Paul
Salvaged oak church pew panel, 60 x 53 inches.

Bonnet New Vision Studio

SACRED SPACES
I believe historic buildings are physical links to 
the past, portals into the lives and stories of all 
who lived, loved, worked, suffered, celebrated 
and died in them. When they are lost, so too are 
those stories.

To illustrate my method, pictures of the process 
and a recent painting on material salvaged from 
the abandoned Sts. Peter & Paul Church, as part 
of my “Sacred Spaces” series. 

Sts. Peter & Paul is a former Gothic style, 
Roman Catholic church in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania. German and Lithuanian immigrants 
established the parish in the village of East 
Liberty with their own money, land and labor. 
The parish was active from 1860 to 1992. Before 
the 1992 de-sanctification, Sts. Peter & Paul 
ushered its parishioners through the Civil War, 
WWI, the Great Depression, WWII, Korea, the 
Civil Rights Movement and Vietnam. For over 
100 years filled with turmoil, it was the 
constant… a place of refuge and peaceful 
reflection, shelter from societal storms.

The crumbling church stands watch over East 
Liberty. Like so  many houses of worship across 
the country, its future uncertain.



SACRED SPACES

Sts. Peter and Paul Church East Liberty , 2019
Oil and pigment on salvaged oak church pew panel, 60 x 53 inches.

Bonnet New Vision Studio




